xvi                    Introduction

The work of tlj<? Legislature is to pass the laws,
vote the taxes and appropriations, and supervise the
administration. The people are the check on the
Legislature, and they act as a check in three ways.

In the first place, they can veto legislation by
means of the referendum, and can make an im-
perative suggestion as to the subject of legislation by
means of the initiative. The different forms which
these institutions take are considered in detail by
M. Deploige. It is sufficient to say here that the
referendum is always compulsory in constitutional
amendments, i.e. 110 constitutional change can be-
come law without the popular assent expressly given.
In the domain of ordinary legislation there is only
one canton, Fribourg, in which the referendum is not
recognised in some form or other. It is compulsory
in the case of every law in nine and a half cantons, it
may take place upon demand in six and a half cantons,
and in two it is compulsory for financial questions
only.

Every canton, except one, recognises the right of the
people to demand, by means of the initiative, either a
partial or a total revision of the constitution.1

Nineteen cantons recognise the right of initiative in
ordinary legislation.

The second check on the Assembly is the popular
right of bringing about a dissolution, which is, how-
ever, only found in six of the German cantons. A
petition for a dissolution is signed by the statutory
number of citizens and sent in to the Executive, who

1 Geneva, which is the exception, puts the question of revision
to the people periodically every fifteen years. Schaffhauson only
recognises the initiative in the case of a total revision,